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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Frijns et 
al. (US 2002/0159839). 

With respect to claims 1,7, 12, Frijns et al. disclose a method for raising a pipe 
section from a horizontal position proximate a deck to alignment with a mast for being 
connected to a pipeline end comprising providing a main support arm S which is pivoted 
from horizontal to proximately parallel to a mast T, providing a main support arm 
rotational axis, providing grabbers G on a rotational axis, engaging a pipe section 
proximate a deck 55, rotating grabbers about a rotational axis center from a position 
below a rotational axis to a second position above a rotational axis, pivoting a main 
support arm S and pipe section to a position proximately parallel to a mast and 
extending a pipe section away from said rotational axis 52 (see FIG. 1 1 below) in a 
radial direction. C3/L55-60. Broadly interpreted "extending in a radial direction" is where 
an object is held out and away from a center point, e.g. along a radius. Frijns discloses 
extending a pipe section along a radius 50 outward from center rotational axis 52. 
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Extending in a 
radial direction 




FIGJl 



With respect to claim 2, Frijns et al. disclose extending grabbers G are extended 
to a first position (Fig. 3) to engage a pipe section proximate a deck 55. 

With respect to claim 3, 13, Frijns et al. disclose retracting grabbers G are 
retracted to a third position (Fig. 4) closer to a rotational axis than said first position prior 
to rotating said grabbers about a rotational axis to said second position. 

With respect to claims 4, 8-9, 14-16, Frijns et al. disclose providing a scissor type 
mechanism to move a pipe section from second position to a fourth position for delivery 
to a mast using a scissor mechanism 52, 54. 

With respect to claim 5, 10. 17, Frijns et al. disclose the use offeree parallel to 
rotational axis to extend and retract using a scissor mechanism 52, 54. 
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With respect to claim 6, 1 1 , 18, Frijns et al. disclose hydraulic cylinders. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed July 3, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. With respect to extending, Frijns rotational axis 52 is part of the overall 
structure used to raise/place a pipe from a horizontal position to a mast. Thus, when 
support arm moves between two positions indicated in FIG. 11 it is extending away from 
rotational axis 52. Further, although Frijns scissor mechanism functions differently than 
Applicant's leg 52 and arm (generally indicated as G) have a scissor motion insomuch 
as they extend in a scissor-like motion similar to a scissor mechanism. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory W. Adams whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8101. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th., 8:00-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



GWA 




(5eAN J. KRAMER 
PRIRMRY EXAMINER 



